
Make sure you don’t make the following recurrent mistakes… 
 
 

ENGLISH 
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1) Should I add « THE » or not? 



 
The, definite article 

• Used to indicate a noun that is definite or has been 
previously specified in the context: 

Ex Please close the door. 
Ex It was measured using the image analysis 
software Image Tool. 
Ex The transition from δ-ferrite to austenite 
during the peritectic reaction was also 
considered. 
 

• Used to indicate a noun that is unique: 

Ex The Columbia River is near here. 
 

• Used to designate a natural phenomenon: 

Ex The nights get shorter in the summer. 
 

• Used to refer to a time period: 

Ex I was very naïve in the past. 
 

• Used after “of” 

Ex The temperature of the homogenization heat 
treatment was set to 1280℃. 
Ex The size of the computational domain was 
set at 4mm. 

A, An,  
indefinite articles  
 

• A and An are indefinite articles and are used 
when referring to something the first time 
(not a specific object, one of a number of 
the same objects). The is the definite article 
and is used to refer to specific objects. 

 
Ex The microsegregation profiles of a  
30CrMnSi ingot was  predicted by… 
 
Ex 30CrMnSi is a commercial high-
strength low-alloy steel 
 
Ex This appears as a long chain of equiaxed 
grains 
 
Ex A successful homogenization heat 
treatment process is strongly dependent on 
the selection of an appropriate temperature 
and time  
 
Ex The homogenization heat treatment was 
conducted in a tube furnace with an argon 
protective  atmosphere at 1280℃.  
 

http://spanish.about.com/cs/grammar/g/indefarticlegl.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/d/g/defarticleterm.htm


2) Replace by a better word! 



Consider replacing « Important » by → serious, major, high, significant, large, crutial, essential, relevant, extensive 
heavy, huge, strong, etc. 
Ex It can be seen that the segregation level of Mn and Si is  more  significant. 
Ex It requires a large amount of experimental data. 
 
Consider replacing « Different » by → replace by « many », « various », « a lot of », « alternative », « other  » 
 
« Main » and « major » : not the same meaning! 
Ex: one of his main ideas; the main point, one the main tourist areas of Paris; the main feature of 
the new method which we are proposing (→ essential, basic)  
Ex: of major interest; a major operation; to play a major part in (→  comes first because it is 
important) 
 
« Valorize » → replace by « to value”, “to give value”, “to evaluate”, etc. 
 
« allows to »→ replace by « this makes it possible to do this” 
 
« Among » and « between »: not the same meaning! 
Ex: Among the various things he gave me, there was… 
Ex: The train does not stop between here and Paris 
 
Do not use abreviation in a text: I can't → I cannot 
 
Consider replacing “…” by “etc.” 
 
Be coherent: a list of enumerations should be grammatically identical! 
Ex: I suggest a number of policy measures, like fostering recycling, introducing a carbon tax and 
teaching ecology at school. 

A few rules… 



3) Put the words at the right place! 



Adverbs 
Adverbs modify a verb, an adjective, or another 
adverb.  
 
Positions of an Adverb 
• An adverb that modifies an adjective or another 

adverb ("very carelessly") appears immediately in 
front of the word it modifies.  
 

Ex The diffusion coefficients in the liquid 
phase are infinitely fast. 
Ex The coffee is extremely hot, so be 
careful. 
 
• An adverb that modifies a verb is generally more 

flexible: 
 

Ex Solute inhomogeneities can adversely 
affect the strength 
Ex I browse the web frequently. 
Ex The thought came gently and stealthily. 
 
• The examples below show the placement for 

grammar adverbs such as: always, only, never, 
ever, still, just, etc. 

Ex You have only seen that movie one time. 
 
 

Adjectives 
 
• Adjectives generally appear immediately before the noun. 

 
EX A pretty girl 
EX Heavy boxes 
Ex an extremely coarse dendritic structure 
 
• When using a string of adjectives, they should appear in a 

set order: size/shape + age + color + origin + material. 
 
Ex A big brown house 
Ex A small old English desk 
Ex A beautiful black Italian leather purse 
Delicious Chinese food 

 

 

The Direct Object 
A direct object (DO) follows a transitive verb [a type of action 
verb: eat, read, see, remove, etc.]. To identify a direct object, use 
the following: 
Subject + Verb + what? or who? = Direct Object 
Direct objects can be nouns, pronouns, phrases, or clauses 
Ex: Alison hates chocolate [what? = chocolate] 
/Toby loves cooking scones /The cat wants to eat 
our goldfish. 
 
DO and verb should never be separated: 
Ex: I own unfortunalely a rare book which is not in 
top condition. -> Unfortunalely, I own a rare book 
which is not in top condition.  



4) In, on, with, of, to, for, from…? 



A preposition is a word that links a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase to some other part of the sentence. 
There is no definite rule. You should try to identify a preposition when reading or listening in English and 
recognize its usage: to the office, at the desk, on the table, in an hour… 

Prepositions "On," "At," and "In" 
 

On 
Used to express a surface of something: ex The paper is on my desk. 
Used to specify days and dates: ex I was born on the 14th day of June in 1988. 
Used to indicate a device or machine, such as a phone or computer: ex He is on the phone 
right now. 
Used to indicate a part of the body: ex I wear a ring on my finger. 
Used to indicate the state of something: ex The building is on fire 

At 
Used to point out specific time: ex I will meet you at 12 p.m. 
Used to indicate a place: ex There is a party at the club house. 
Used to indicate an email address: ex Please email me at 
abc@edpsciences.org 
Used to indicate an activity: ex He laughed at my acting. 

In 
Used for unspecific times during a day, month, season, year: ex She always reads newspapers in the 
morning. 
Used to indicate a location or place: ex I am currently staying in a hotel. 
Used to indicate a shape, color, or size: ex This painting is mostly in blue. 
Used to express while doing something: ex In preparing for the final report, we revised… 
Used to indicate a belief, opinion, interest, or feeling: ex We are not interested in gambling. 



 
Prepositions "Of," "To," 

and "For" 

 

• To 
Used to indicate the place, person, or thing that 
someone or something moves toward, or the 
direction of something: 
Ex: All of us went to the movie theater / 
Please send it back to me. 
 
Used to indicate a limit or an ending point: 
Ex: The stock prices rose up to 100 dollars. 
 
Used to indicate relationship: 
Ex: My answer to your question is in this 
envelop. 
 
Used to indicate a time or a period: 
Ex: I work nine to six, Monday to Friday. 

 

• For 
Used to indicate the use of something: 
Ex: This place is for exhibitions and 
shows.  
Ex 30CrMnSi is a commercial steel for 
applications requiring a combination of 
good cutting machining properties.  
 

Used to indicate time or duration: 
Ex: I attended the university for one 
year only. 

• Of  
Used for relating to, or connected with: 
Ex: The secret of this game is that you can’t ever 
win. 
Ex The measured results of at least five different 
locations 
 
Used to indicate reference: 
Ex: This is a picture of my family. 
 
Used to indicate an amount or number: 
Ex: He got a perfect score of 5 on his writing 
assignment 
 
“Of” is NOT used in English in the following cases: 
Belonging: we do not say “The car of Kewin” but “Kevin’s car” 
To define something : we do not say “the code of access” but 
“the access code” 



• Over 

Used to indicate movement from one place to another: 
Ex: They sent over a gift for his promotion. 
 

Used to indicate movement downward: 
Ex: The big tree fell over on the road. 
 

Used to indicate more than an expected number or amount: 
Ex: This amount is over our prediction. 
 

 Used to indicate a period of time: 
Ex: I worked there over a year 

Prepositions "With," 
"Over," and "By" 

• By 
 

Used to indicate proximity: 
Ex: He was standing by me. 
 
Used to indicate the person that does something 
in a passive voice sentence: 
Ex: The microwave was fixed by the 
mechanic. 
 
Used to indicate an action with a particular 
purpose: 
Ex: You can pass the exam by preparing for 
it. 
 

Used to indicate a mean or method: 
Ex: Please send this package to Russia by 
airmail / I came here by subway. 

• With 
 

Used to indicate being together or being involved: 
Ex: The manager will be with you shortly. 
 

Used to indicate "having": 
Ex: People with a lot of money are not always happy. 
Ex The deep V-shaped pool profile with a long 
mushy zone  
 

Used to indicate "using": 
Ex: This is the soup that I made with rice and barley. 
 

Used to indicate feeling: 
Ex: I am emailing you with my sincere apology. 
 

Used to indicate agreement or understanding: 
Ex: She agrees with me. 



Preterite or present perfect? 

• The preterit is a grammatical tense or verb form serving to denote events that took place or 
were completed in the past. 

EX I published my first paper on environmental issues 15 years ago.  

 

• Present perfect: 

We use the Present Perfect to say that an action happened at an unspecified time before now.  

Can NOT be used with specific time expressions such as: yesterday, one year ago, last week, etc. 

Can be used with unspecific expressions such as: ever, never, once, many times, several times, 
before, so far, already, etc. 

Ex: You have seen that movie many times / Nobody has ever climbed that 
mountain. 

 

we use the Present Perfect to show that something started in the past and has continued up until 
now. It is used with “since” and “for”. 

Ex I have been working on environmental issues for 15 years. 
Ex You have grown since the last time I saw you. 


